1. Watch “Sing Faster” (Documentary about Stagehands and Wagner’s Ring Cycle)
Pt 1: https://youtu.be/4tPOQKRwdIM
Pt 2: https://youtu.be/ysVMrtFio54
Pt 3: https://youtu.be/r2zItrG5bNM
Pt 4: https://youtu.be/7b6YrocBjns
Pt 5: https://youtu.be/YitDLC1jWYM
Pt 6: https://youtu.be/ReuqtxcXJBo
[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Assignment Part A:
In response to “Sing Faster”, write 1-2 paragraphs using the following prompts: 
What are some of the backstage elements that go into making an opera come to life?
How are these elements crucial in depicting the story of Wagner’s Ring Cycle?
How does spectacle influence an audience’s appreciation of art?
How does spectacle influence your appreciation of different types of art?
What influence do you think spectacle has on main stream culture?
How do such elements affect your experience of sound
3. Assignment Part B:
Choose any film and watch it in completion (it does not need to be a musical, but should have some kind of background music in it). Write 2-3 paragraphs about how music and spectacle are used in the film. Relate the use of music and spectacle to Weeks 9-11 on Wagner, specifically mentioning any use of Leitmotif, Gesamtkunstwerk and spectacle. 
Sample questions to think about:
Does the music have text? If so, does the text relate to what is being said/done?
Does any music come back? Are there obvious themes or Leitmotifs?
Are there points in the film when there is no music? What effect does this have on the audience?
Is the music continuous or does it stop and start?
What types of music are played? Does the style relate to the scene in some way?
Are there special effects in this movie? What do you think it takes for the effects to be successful? 
Does thinking about the music and behind the scenes aspects of the film effect your experience of the film? Why or why not? 
Anything else that you would like to relate.
Your papers should be double spaced, in 11 or 12 pt font, and submitted as a pdf.
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